
   

 

 

 

NPULSE AND NAPATECH MAKE 10 GBPS CAPTURE & REPLAY AFFORDABLE 
 

 
Charlottesville, VA and Andover, MA, November 10, 2009: nPulse Network Systems 
today announces the availability of the nPulse HammerHead 10 Gbps Capture and 
Replay system based on the Napatech NT20E 2 x 10 Gbps In-line adapter. HammerHead 
is the first traffic testing product to provide full line-rate 10 Gbps packet capture, record-to-
disk and replay capabilities at an affordable price.  
 
With growing deployment of 10 Gigabit networks, and the proliferation of sophisticated 
network devices designed to work at these high speeds, realistic traffic testing is more 
important than ever. At 10 Gbps, even small errors or configuration issues can have major 
performance, security and cost impacts. The ideal test scenario is to capture and record 
live network traffic, and then to replay it into the devices or networks under test, in a 
controlled environment and at line rates, to validate operation and performance. 
 
“Capturing, recording and generating 10 Gigabits per second of traffic on a sustained 
basis are difficult technical challenges, and existing approaches have relied on proprietary 
hardware and software solutions. However, proprietary 10 Gbps solutions are very 
expensive, and out of reach for most enterprises," said Peter Shaw, VP Marketing for 
nPulse. "With HammerHead, we have solved this problem using off-the-shelf hardware 
components combined with Napatech’s adapter, dramatically reducing cost without 
sacrificing performance.” nPulse employed Napatech's PCI-Express based NT20E 
network adapter to ensure accurate packet capture and replay performance in 
HammerHead. 
 
“Napatech’s NT20E provides us with full line-rate 10 Gbps packet capture with zero 
packet loss and nanosecond precision time-stamping, which are critical for our customers’ 
applications and we can do this using industry-standard, multi-core server platforms. 
Napatech technology ensures that these and other packet analysis functions are off-
loaded into the adapter hardware, freeing up our host CPUs to focus on the storage, 
manipulation and retrieval of multi-Terabyte traffic files." Shaw added. 
 
“The nPulse HammerHead is a perfect example of a system that has taken advantage of 
the throughput and acceleration capabilities Napatech provides to create a product of the 
highest performance, but at an affordable price. Napatech’s products make it possible to 
use standard servers, which drastically reduces the time, cost and technical risk of 
bringing a new system product to market”, said Erik Norup, President of Napatech, Inc.  
 
nPulse Networks' HammerHead provides state-of-the-art 10 Gbps test performance at a 
fraction of the cost of proprietary alternatives by carefully matching Napatech's standards-
based network adapter technology with powerful, off-the-shelf, multi-core server hardware 
and advanced software tools built in a familiar, widely-supported Linux environment. 
 
The Napatech NT20E 2 x 10 Gbps In-line adapter is designed for accelerating network 
monitoring system performance through a combination of line-rate 20 Gbps packet 



 

 

 

 

 

 

capture in real-time and a series of intelligent features designed to off-load the server 
CPU. These include nanosecond precision time-stamping, port merging, packet decoding, 
on-the-fly filtering, deduplication and flow identification with intelligent distribution of flows 
to up to 32 CPU cores. 
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About nPulse Network Systems, LLC 
nPulse Networks develops advanced 10Gbps Network Sensors for its customers and 
partners in government, telecom and commercial markets by combining the cost 
advantages of flexible standards-based hardware and  software with powerful hardware 
acceleration to deliver multi-gigabit throughput in a compact, affordable package. nPulse, 
a recognized leader in high-speed network monitoring and testing applications, is 
headquartered in Charlottesville, Virginia, USA. 
 
For more information, visit us at: www.npulsenetworks.com or please contact: 

Media Contact 
press@npulsenetworks.com 
+1 (703) 673-0044 ext 704 

 

About Napatech 
Napatech is a leading OEM supplier of multi-port 10 GbE and 1 GbE intelligent adapters 
for real-time network analysis with over 40,000 Ethernet ports deployed. Napatech 
network adapters provide real-time packet capture and transmission with full line-rate 
throughput and zero packet loss no matter the packet size. Intelligent features enable off-
load of data traffic processing and packet analysis normally performed in the CPU. This 
results in more processing power for the network monitoring, analysis, management, test, 
measurement, security or optimization application being supported. Napatech has sales, 
marketing and R&D offices in Mountain View, California, Andover, Massachusetts, and 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 
 
For more information visit us at: www.napatech.com or please contact: 
 
North America      Europe     
Nicholas Arraje, VP of Sales    Stig Bang, Sales Director   
1-888-318-8288 ext. 707   +45 4038 3403 
nick.arraje@napatech.com   sb@napatech.com 
 
PR Contact 
Darshna Kamani, Eskenzi PR 
+44 207 183 2834 
Darshna@eskenzipr.com 


